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The Siberian
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History
As the ancestor to all modern long-haired cats, the
Siberian is among the most ancient breeds. In fact, he’s
been around for at least 1,000 years! Similar to the
Norwegian Forest Cat and the Maine Coon, the Siberian
is a natural breed from the icy tundra of Siberia and
proudly serves as the national cat of Russia. 

The Siberian, also known as the Siberian Forest Cat,
participated in some of the earliest competitive cat
shows, appearing in England in 1871. However, he
didn’t make it to the United States until 1990 as the
Berlin Wall was crumbling and the Soviet Union was
falling.

Cat Facts
Hailing from snow-covered central Russia, the Siberian
is an interesting cat:

The Siberian cat has a natural parka in its thick,
three-layered coat of medium length fur. Not
only is it warm, it’s also water resistant and built
to protect the cat from the extremes of Siberian
weather.
The Siberian sheds twice a year, and does so
heavily at the end of winter. However, the
shedding isn’t triggered by a change in
temperature, but the lengthening of the days!
Weight: 10-20 pounds

What are they like?
The Siberian is a large cat with the big, wise eyes of a
sage and is – you guessed it – highly cuddly! In fact,
there’s plenty to cuddle because it’s not uncommon for
a healthy, fit male Siberian to weight upwards of 25
pounds. But this cat’s not a fatty: the Siberian is very
agile and powerful and is well- known for his superior
jumping ability. You shouldn’t be surprised to find an
adventurous Siberian perched atop refrigerators,
cabinets, and even doors to survey what’s going on
down below.

Siberians are mellow cats who tend to get along with
everyone. They’re great for families, single people,
older people, and get along well with other pets. An
intelligent and playful little soul, the Siberian is also
content to sit on your lap and purr quietly. 

The Siberian is a very hardy breed linked to only one
congenital health problem: hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy, a form of heart disease.

Right for you?
If a Siberian sounds like fun, you’re right! But there are
always a few things to consider when welcoming a new
furry friend into your home. Here are some things to
consider:

Grooming! The Siberian has a thick coat, but
it’s especially thick in the winter. During the
Spring and Autumn, it sheds a lot and requires
regular brushing to avoid painful tangles.
Sometimes the Siberian can wary of guests
or strangers. It might a take a little time for
him to get used to new people.
Because he’s such a big cat, the Siberian can
sometimes be a bull in a China closet. It’s
not that he’s not graceful, he's just big and likes
to explore. It’s a good idea to put valuables and
breakables in a safe place.

 

If you have any questions or concerns, you should
always visit or call your veterinarian – they are your
best resource to ensure the health and well-being of
your pets.
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