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The Border Terrier

Background

 

Border Terriers are named after the border between
England and Scotland where they originate. They were
utilized by farmers to hunt down pestering foxes.
Border Terriers had long enough legs to chase after
horses and small enough bodies to fit into fox dens.
Their versatility made them popular and over time they
evolved from a casual farmer’s dog into a serious
hunter’s dog working closely with other foxhounds. 

Border Terriers were first shown in 1870 but didn’t
catch on as a show dog. It wasn’t for another sixty
years that they were accepted by the American Kennel
Club, after the breed standard was written by Jacob
Robson.

Sizing up

Weight: 11.5 to 15.5 lbs.
Height: Unspecified by breed standard
Coat: Wiry topcoat, dense undercoat.
Color: Red, grizzle and tan, blue and tan,
wheaten with a dark muzzle.
Life expectancy: 12 to 14 years

What’s the Border Terrier like?

The best part about Border Terriers is that, like clay,
they’re easier to mold than other versions of terrier.
They’re instinctually vermin hunters but can get along
fine with cats or other dogs. They take to training easily
and are smart enough to master commands quickly.
They’re well suited for hunting, running, or therapy; you
could show a Border Terrier how to perform just about
any activity without much trouble.

At home Border Terriers are loving and loyal but still
independent. They won’t stick to the family like glue but
they will want to be a part of the action. Speaking of
action, border terriers are active dogs and require at
minimum one long walk every day. Without having the
chance to stretch their legs you’re looking at a
destructive and frustrated dog. 

The longer legs of Border Terriers give them the ability
to run faster and jump higher than other terriers. You’ll

defiantly want to be aware of this if you’re building a
dog fence. They can also dig underneath fences and are
always looking to chase small animals.

Border Terriers should be brushed weekly.

Health

Conditions to watch for in Border Terriers include the
following:

Hip dysplasia
Perths disease
Heart defects
Canine epileptoid cramping syndrome
Siezures
Progressive retinal atrophy
Juvenile cataracts

Takeaway points

Border Terriers are energetic dogs with high
exercise demands.
Border Terriers can jump and dig extremely
well.
Border Terriers get along with larger pets, but
might chase smaller ones.
Border Terriers are tractable dogs.

If you have any questions or concerns, you should
always visit or call your veterinarian -- they are your
best resource to ensure the health and well-being of
your pets.
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