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The Belgian Sheepdog
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Background
In the 1800s, some European countries wanted to
develop their own animals that could represent a sense
of pride and nationalism. Belgium’s source of pride was
the Belgian Sheepdog. He is also known as the
Groenendael or Chien de Berger Beige.

In 1908, the dogs were imported to New York where
they were used as police dogs. Belgian Sheepdogs were
also used during World War I as message carriers,
ambulance dogs, and for pulling machine guns.

The Belgian Sheepdog was recognized by the American
Kennel Club in 1912.

Sizing up

Weight: 40 to 75 lbs.
Height: 22 to 26 inches
Coat: Double coat, medium to long in length,
thick
Color: Black
Life expectancy: 12 to 14 years

What’s the Belgian Sheepdog like?
The Belgian Sheepdog is alert, playful, and tough. He
can be very territorial and is protective of his family. He
needs a lot of exercise to fulfill his activity needs but
isn’t picky about how he gets it: a run, hike, or bike ride
would all be lots of fun for him. He is very cooperative
with children, especially if he’s raised with them;
however, be careful around younger children because
he may chase or nip at them while trying to be playful.

Even though the Belgian Sheepdog is highly intelligent,
he should still be trained the day you bring him home.
Always use positive reinforcement with a firm yet
consistent tone. 

You should brush your Belgian Sheepdog’s coat about
once a week to remove dead hair, also run a comb

through every once in a while to prevent any mats or
tangles. You should repeat this process a little more
frequently in the shedding seasons.

Health
The Belgian Sheepdog is generally healthy, but notable
concerns include the following:

Epilepsy

Epilepsy is a condition of repetitive seizures. Some
cases can be hereditary. 

Progressive Retinal Atrophy

Progressive retinal atrophy is an eye condition that
essentially worsens over time and could lead to a loss
of vision.

Cataracts 

Cataracts is a condition that clouds the lens of the eye
and in some cases can lead to blindness. Because the
Belgian Sheepdog is a pure bred, he has a higher
chance of developing cataracts than mixed breeds. Ask
your veterinarian about cataracts if you have a pure
bred Belgian Sheepdog.

Hip Dysplasia

Hip Dysplasia is one of the most common diseases seen
in dogs, with larger breeds being the most affected. It is
ultimately a malfunction of the hip joints which can then
deteriorate over time resulting in a loss of function in
those joints.

Hypothyroidism

Hypothyroidism is a disease caused by an increase in
metabolism as a result of too much thyroxine.
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Cancer
Elbow Dysplasia

Takeaway Points

The Belgian Sheepdog is an excellent watchdog.
The Belgian Sheepdog would make a great
companion for someone who loves daily outdoor
exercise.
The Belgian Sheepdog is more suited to a family
with older children.
The Belgian Sheepdog is quite easy to groom.

If you have any questions or concerns, you should
always visit or call your veterinarian -- they are your
best resource to ensure the health and well-being of
your pets.
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