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Ticks are Everywhere

Steve Dale, CABC
 Steve Dale, a contributing member of IDEXX’s Pet Health
Network team, is a certified animal behavior consultant, and
co-editor of “Decoding Your Dog,” authored by the American
College of Veterinary Behaviorists,” and is host of several pet
radio shows. Steve’s blog is www.stevedale.tv 

Ticks are everywhere, which means tick disease is
everywhere. In fact, veterinary parasitologist Dr.
Michael Dryden of Kansas State University College of
Veterinary Medicine calls tick disease an “epidemic.”
Tick disease in dogs is a sentinel for people. If your
veterinarians report Lyme (and other tick diseases)
where you are, then those same diseases are occurring
in people too. First step, TEST your dog for tick disease
(there is an easy test for Lyme and various other
diseases), then talk with your veterinarian about
protection, which may include the vaccine for Lyme
disease. Remember, if your dog is diagnosed with tick
disease, it’s likely a person was on the other end of that
leash. It might not be a bad idea to see your doctor, or
for children to see a pediatrician.

If you have any questions or concerns, you should
always visit or call your veterinarian -- they are your
best resource to ensure the health and well-being of
your pets.
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